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Ecauſe the ſcandalous reports of certaine fafious 
Y hot-brained Perſons in the Citty of Exerer , have 
2) imputed Gods viſitation of our finnes upon the Ar- 
> my late at S:ra#toy, totreachery of mine: I ſhall 
1s þ beg ſo muchof your patience , as to enforme your 
YDB W (elves from this Paper, the true ſtate of that affaire. 
"Twas nor without exceſſive continued paines, that I had pur that 
Tumultuous body into a ſerviceable poſture in the field, and I a 
peale to any manof ſo much honeſty and honour, as dares ſpeake 
truthin the behalfe of a dejedted Priſoner , whether I was not al- 
wayes buſied in the heat of the Skirmiſh where ever it hapned to 
de, from the very beginning till I was totally forſaken, both by the 
Vificers and Souldiers, except thoſe that dyed by me, and the Bar- 
tellloſt lome'teſtimony, wherein was my Cane broken in my hand 
bya ſhot, my Horſe hor under me, andar laſt a hurt in my head, 
whereby I loſt ſome blood, Thus ( miſerable in all appearance ) 
being abſolutely deſtitute of any thing , but the proteRionof my 
GA which never yet failed me, I charged ſingle through a divie 
lon of Masketiers, till I came up cloſe tothe Officer that Ied them, 
who rook for Sir Bevill Grenvile, for his back parts were very like 
im, and inſtead of uſing my Armes to take his life, which was then 
vety much in my power, ? though not without a certaine lofſe of 
mincowne , for all the Sould _ preſently upon the ſtop encloſed 
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the tageof the Souldiers towards me, . with the 


7 
meround, )-I yeelded my ſelfe into his hands.,. and I foundhim « 
moſt gallant Gentleman, for when I had deliveredmy $word Th 
received many blowesto' beare themoff. from:me,. and ppreſied 
herd ofh 
life; his name is Lews Tremaine, Enſigne to Sir Broil Grenvile. 
to whom,beingcloſeat hand witha ſtand of Pikes, heled me, and 
L ſhall ever acknowledge as long as Fbreathin ſpite of the Malig- 


| 
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nity of theſe factions Spirits in Exeter, or ſuch as they have cor- 
rupted by theix Hypocrifie.ia.gthes parts of this County, that 1 ; 
received ſo much hamanity aud noble favour from Sir Bewi/! Greg. [ 
vile, and the reſtof the Commanders of the Corni/o Army,as made t 

rhata greater: griefe to me to have beenan: Enemy. toſo much gal- ( 

HJntry aad vertue, then that now I wasa Priſoner; nevertheleſſ t 
the fad eſtate which I conceived my Countrymento be in, from k 
whom'it had pleaſed God,for reaſons above my reach, thus to with. y 

draw his favour, wounded yetdeeper my blecdingheart,8& fo muck MW t: 
the more, becauſe I reſented heavily the Juſtice of the Cauſe, which 4 

we had laboured to Support, being as I conceived, the luſt Rights A 
of our gratious King and his Subjets, limited by the Lawesand H 
the Purity of the true Proteliant Religion, which the high Cour: {MW 4 

of Parliament had inſtruted us, theſe Gentlemen whole hands ! N; 
was thus fallen into, had endeavoured ta corrupt, and I was futh: th 
ciently. ſenſible,. that thoſe morall vertues which I ſaw they were th 
endowed withy. in ſo eminent adegree, might be companions tor di 

ought I knew (though hardlycredible) of deceitfull hearts; and of 
that the Iuſtce of the Quarrell on either ſide isnot alwayes demon- WI a 


ftrared by the chance of Warre, thus releeving my perplexity with dy 
dnefſe , and-refolving to ſpend mydayes in griefe , till it ſhould Ch 
pleaſe God to put an end to the miſerable Diſtractions of this wret- 


ched Kingdome, I was viſited by ſome of the moſteminent Com- MW he: 
manders of the Army ,. with whom. I fell into diſcourſe of theſe Ons 
very points; wherein all of us agreed upon the neceſſity of preſer- WM 
vationof the Law inthe priviledge that it gives this Nation in Par- in( 
liament , as wel! as: in the Inſt Prerogative which it allowes His {tia 
Royall Majeſty,without which this Kingdom is neceffarily ſubjct WW nd 
_ toArbitrary Government, & the Rights both of the King & People my! 
are vaniſhtintoan Aerie title. But *twas not long till we came to fl tte 
this concluſion , That as cvill Counſells had herctofore been pre- ( fear 
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(3) 
ralent to the prejudiee of the Common-wealth, © the fatisfaRion: 

given by His Majeſty was exceeding great and beyondthe expe. 
Qation of all moderate men; That the objeftions againſt His Maje-- 
ties Counſellof continuall endeavours at preſent to forcethe Par-- 
liament by Armes, are cleerly anſwered by His Majeſties many 
Proteſtations, and for the fulfilling of thoſe Proteſtations to accom- 
modate the differences of the Kingdom, His Majeſty will nor ſtick. 
togive any afſurancethat ſhall be thought reaſonable; and likewiſe 
all the Commanders of this Army are-content to put it under their 
bands, and totake aſolemne oath as puncuall and as ſtrong as can, 
be invented; that when ſoever His Majelty ſhall be drawnevy any 
Counſell or meanes whatſoever, toneglet thole Proteltations, that 
then they will torally deſert the Service they are engaged in, and 
for the preſent they will be content to uſe the whole power, 
which His Majeſty hath inveſted them with, to give a. free pardon 
toall ſach in theſe Weſterne Counties as will lay. downe Armes, 
and be content to be governed by. the knowne Lawes ſetled by 
A& of Parliament; . & what aflurance ſoever ſhall be demanded on 
His Majeſties: behalfe for the (ctling of a Religious, Honourable, 

2nd afirme Peace they are ready to give. Now whether this Incli« 


nation towards the Peacc and Juſtice of this Kingdome hath poſleſt 


theſe Gentlemen from the beginningof the Warre, or whether by 
thecontinued diſpute of the difference by which the Kingdome 1s: 
divided, the matter is now ſo anotomifed? as that the quinteſſence 
of truth extra&t from partiality. to either fide, 18 eminently perſpi- 
eous, orelſe whether the blood ſhed betwixt tneſe two Counties 


_ bymifunderſtandings one of another, which cannot but move all 


Chriſtian hearts: toa Compaſſionate beſceching of the Almighty 
Gol to (heath his ſword, kath had ſtronger operation upoa the 
heartsand Conſciences of theſe noble Gentlemen, . then the fai- 
ons of Exeter are likely to admit of on their part, isnot in my. opi- 
nion material to ſtand in debateof, only I conceive my ſelfe bound 
in Conſcience for truths ſake,toaffureallhoneſt well meaning Chri- 
ſtians upon the hopes that I have of ſalvation ,. and upon the faith 
and honour of a Gentleman and a Souldier, that I never ſaw an Ar- 
my freer from vice, nor more religiouſly inclined, then I perceive 
the whole Genious of this Army tobe, nor did I everſce more 
keartilycleere and carneſt expreſions of affeRiontoa religious and a 
A3 : juſt 


(4) 
jaſt Peace then the Commanders of "this Army ate full off: mere 

then which , (with ſo ingenious offers of the tmeanes to conclude 

that) cannot poſſibly be expeRted fromhununefleſh, and though 

it hath been accounted Treaſon in the opinion of the faRtious Ty. 

mult of the Citty of Exeter , whoſe jnterelt hath ever ſhewed it 
ſel;eagainſtany Peace but an abſolute Conqueſt, and an utter extir. 

pation of thoſe thatunconviR, they doe but once thinke ungodly, 

that I ſhould repreſent my knowledge of the ſtate of this matter to 

thoſe Deputy-Lievtenants thatI conceived in all reſpeRt fitteſt to 

judge of that, and corecommend it to the whole County, yet my 

duty tro God andto my Country, will not give me leave toobſcure 

f faire a meanes of the happinefle of this Kingdom for any ſcandal! 

whatſoever, or to prove my ſelfe inthe face of Heaven fo coward. 

ty a Chriſtian, as to comply with damnable hypoerifie againſt 6 | 

cleera truth: who knowes not that nothing will be ſo certaine and 

neceſfty a deſtruQion to the Country as to continue it the ſeate of 
-Warre, and what moderate manis there, tharcannot ſee that no. [ 
thing in the World could have extorted from this Army in the glos a 

rious Condition, that it now is, ſucha gallant offer of a Religious, Y 

honourable, and a firme Peace, bur their owne Nobleneſlc and fin- a 

ecrity of heart towards truth , and the real! welfare of the Com- be 

mon- wealth, Let us not-involve our ſelves with the obſtinacy of be 

. few opinionated men, 'whiles'tis apparenras the caſe ſtands, how , 
Per 

the 

nn 


that their Cauſe is accompanied with nothing of Religion, but it's 
abuſed name, what Religion is there now in-Cormwal but the ſame 
that we profeſſe, or what bondage is there to thoſe that doe not 
wilfally thruſt themſelves into it? Let us bur deferre the cuttingof 

oneanothers throats, till novelties in Law andin Religion beginto the 


ſhew themſelves, Weare thenas capable todye for the defence i "ic 
of truth, as now for theſuſpition, the power of the ſword beingftill ofa 
entruſted in our hands. Many a well meaning Chriſtian takes a by k 
path to Heaven, and knowes nor that he wanders, but, Oh, the ir- Wl ; nd 
recoverable unhappines of thoſe that refuſe to be led into the way, Judge 
Tknow it concernes the intereſt of thoſe that have ſet themſelves _ 


againſt Peace, with ſuch as they are pleas'd to cail the wicked, how 
undeſeryedly ſoever , to raiſe ſcandalls upon me, and I am well 
informed that the report of my betraying the Army ar Stratos, 


was invented after the view of my Letters to my Father, a - | 
: oh | 


(5) 
lohn Barfield, and Sir Nicholas Martin to accommadate the diffes 
rences of theſe Counties, for whichthe Cittizens of Exeter have 
beyondall example Committed the Herauld that was employed, 
upon the falſe pretence of cating Scroalesof paper, and haye caſt a 
| jealouſy-upon ſome of thoſe Gentlemen that hitherto have been 
thought by all the World farre more worthy then ſuch Creatures as 
themſelves are, to teere the affaires of the Commonyealth in theſe 
rts, but as I never avoyded danger toferve my Corntrey when I 
fad them in the field, ſol will now preſſe threugh all difficulties 
in ſpite of oppoſition to mediate, and by all honeſt * means to proſe- 
cute its Peace, and ſuch as ſhall appeare to unite in my opinion, I 
amreadyto lead or to follow, or to Comrade with, toreduce this 
obſtinate handfull in the Citty of Zxerer, that are the only meansto 
deny their Country its Capacity of ſo = a bleſſing z and herein 
lamreſolved to boaſt the loyalty which 1 owe His Majeſty as well 
amy dearaffetion to you that have thus farre intruſted me with 
your lives, and for my behaviour at S:yattow I refuſe no mans teſti- 
mony, of thoſe that durlt put themſclves ſo farre into danger as to 
beeye witneſſes, but for my Lord of Stamford, and ſuch othersas 
ranneaway, whoſe Treaſon really it was, I know that concerns 
their intereſt to ſecond this accuſation upon mee, havingno other 
way toextenuate their intolerable Cowardice, but becauſe they are 
Pcoplethat I am never likely to meet with inthefield, I leave 
them tothe Scourge of their own Conſcience, and to paſſe the eime 
nmaking Aldermen, and women believe them valiant, whiles all 
theworld beſides knows the contrary. And now I challenge Malice 
tcIfe to accuſe me in all this, of the leaſt Circumſtance of untruth 
ofallacy,ſo I beſeech God to diſpoſe you toacceptof ſuch aPeace, 
4 foroughtI know will ſhortly be denied you upon your knees, 
And thatthe groanes of this bleeding Country may not riſe up In 
Judgemenc againſt the Barbariſme of thoſe, that by impriſoning the 
meſſenger of Peace, have endeavoured tedeſtroy the Balſome that 
ouldcure the wounds , which for ought Iſee themſclves have 
hy 
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